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The Prefaceto theRravex. 


= 7 is an opinion amongit ſome, net ſo erronions az 
 w2norant, That Coppy-Bookes of this nature are 
of mo validitic, What reaſon they can alledge to 
ſlremgthen ſo fond a conceit, 1 know not ; ſure it is 
ſome priuare one, the) are ſo loath to proaxce it, 
For mine owne part , | ſee no reaſon why theſe 
that are grauen ſboula not bee as profitable to 4 
Learner , as thoſe that are meerely written ; ſo 
they bee exattly performed according to the na- 
turall ſirame of a true «Artift ; each Letter be- 
ing ent accordmg to its true proportion, and loſing not the life delinered 
in the Example. 

B Certaing 


Certaine I am, there is no man lining can write ſo exaly , but that 
eten in the wricing of fixe lines, hee himſelſe ſhall bee conſcious ts him- 
felfe of ſome imperfeitions : which , by direitions to the Grazer (being « 
good Workg-man and careful) may bee eaſily helped and made perfett 
for imitation , Hewbeit 1 deny not , but that oftentimes the Grauer may 
wrong the Wraer, if hee bee not very obſernant in euery touch of a Letter: 
and the amends which hee may make hmm in the well cutting o® ſome one 
or two Hands, will not counternaile the credit which hee ſhail loſe by bis 
ill grauing and unnaturall miſhaping of ſome few Letters mm one very Ex- 
«ple, 

For this Books enſuing , I know there are ſome ( throvgh an enuious 
Curioſiie, rather then a true Iudgement ) which will herein nude Many m- 
fermities : yet let me tell them, it 15 an eafier matter to pry ints t1e imper - 
fettions of anather, then it is ta amend their owne errours : ard hee that 
findes the greateſt faults, commonly i the vnableſt to amend the lea}; ſince 
Art hath 0 greater enemy then Ignorance, This is my glory, That 1 bine 
yot plaid the Theefe with any man, ( though ut were 1n my power to Laue dons 
it,) But quicquid ſcripſ1, (criph : mhatſocuer [ haue written, [ h.e done ut my 
fſelfe : For I wonld bee much aſhamed, that any man /hould thinke, I had 
peene brought wp in 4 place of ſuch ſcarcitie, and vnder ſo bd 4 Maſter, 
or that there were in mee ſuch a ponerty, that I mit needes goe a thicwing 
for my 5kill, I thake God there is nothmg in it, which I am not able ”_ 407 
12/1 472 


inflant to better. And therefore if any man liit to be contentious, let him: be 


comtentions; but let him not wrong hiv in bis doings, who is able to doe bet- 
ter then himſelfe : I ſpeake of thoſe tbat thinks rhemſelues excellent and paſt 
compare, who indeed (le their names nener ſo famous) beare about ther but 
the hadew of Art, And bowſoener the ſpirits of ſuch men are ſoelenated and 
rayſed een beyond themſelues, that they think baſely of enery mans doing: 
but their owne; thou1h therr conſciences tell them they are but as empty veſſels, 
which alwayes make the greateſt ſound, It ſball ſuffice mee, that ( I) know what 
they hauc in thers, and how farre their sh:ll extendeth ; and ſo reft my ſcl/e 
contented, till Time and Truth ( the Tryers ef all mens alt ions) ſhall diſtribute 
ro euery one according ts his deſert, In the meare time, as this littl: Booke 
bath found gracions acceptation at the hands of him to whom it was firſt pri- 
wately intended : So 1 hope i will bane the apprebation of all ſuch 44 are well 
diſpoſed, ani beare affeition to ſo excellent, commendable and neceſſary avs 
Art: aſſuring them, that had I had my right, 1 ſhould bane ginen them better 
content, an4 greater ſatiifattion of the Penns perfettion : As for Carper; and 
#Mer-Curious-ey d men, [ paſſe not, as knowing my ſelfe every way (in the Art 
I profeſſe) 4 Worke-man thas needeth not to be aſhamed, 


From my houſe in Buſh-lane neare 
London-ftone, Decems. 22, 1618, MB. 
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The Pens Excellency. 

SZ Hc Profeliion of the Pex at this day being ſo vniver- Frordium, 
ND fed) &Þy fall, and che Profeflors cthemſelues forthe moſt part ſo 
oy pt d inſufficient ro yndertake ſo worthy a 

PEE JL: gee | ignorant, and inſu _—_ y 
OD L Þ, En >* tuntion; together with the defire | haue (according 

rowy Grall talent) to benefir ſuch as are, or would 
Li SN T7 5 be PraQtioners in that commendable Art of F a IRE 
WRITING; were the onely motiues that induced 
mee to manifeſt vnto the view of the world, theſe few lines heereafter en. 
ſuing. Wherein before I enter into diſcourſe concerning the Art it ſelfe, 
gine me lezue curlorily ro demonſtrate the manifold abuſes which are of- 
ſ-red vnto the Per by a number ot lame Pen-men; who as they doe in- 
rude themſicives into the ſociety of Artiſts, and viurping the name of 
en-men, ſecke detmere Artem in 1710rantia: {o by their audacious brags 
and yin; promiſes, they 65e ſhado:v and obſcure both the excellency of 
the Pen, "and the 61: 2nity of thoſe that are indeed true Profeſſorsthereof, 
B 3 Bur 


1 Abuſe, 


But I purpoſe not to heape yp all the abuſes which they may be concei. 
ued to offer vnto the Pex ; for that were to loſe my ſelfe in an endlefle diſ- 
courſe: I will only poynt at a few which I hold to be the chiefeſt and doc 
belong principally to matter of Teaching: And thoſe Ifinde to be foure, 
Fir, you ſhall oblerue that theſe Botchers, (for they deſerue no better 
title) are for the greateft part of them of no ftanding , nor euer haue had 
ny ground in the Art, onely haue a certaine confuſed kinde of writing, 
vyoide cither of Life, Dexterity, or Art it {clfe; and yer notwithſtanding 
they profeſle, and 18 their Bills ( clapt vpon euery poſt ) promiſe to per. 
forme as much as any whoſocuer, For let any man ovſerue their Ly-bills, 
(for ſo 1 may very well tearme them) and hee ſhall ſee how liberall they 
are in thejr promiſes this way, profeſſing to teach any one ( not ſtanding 
ypon the capacity of the pupill ) ro write a ſufficient hand in a month, and 
ſome of them doe ſay, ina fortnight, Yet, if they did but ſay fo it were 
tollerablc, when as they themſelues, (I dare bee bold co affirme it ) may 
goe ſo long to Schoole tolearne a little 4, aad yer not atraine tothe true 
touch thereof, being ficter for other Mechanicall occupations ( wherein 
fome of them, to oo inenledas, haue beene brought yp) then for the 
Profefſion of this ſo curious an Art, Whoſe Writing: (if they come to the 
rouchſtone of Art, which cannot erre, and to the judgement of Artiſts, 
who ſeldome are deceiued ) will proue lame and ſchoole-boy-like. And 
although in ſome of their doings,there may ſeeme in the eyes of the igno- 
rant 


rant) to be a ſhewof Art : howbeit tantum abſunt a perteitione , quantuns 
ab ignavia animimagnitudo, They come as farre ſhort of thoſe that haue 
the leaft skill, as chey doe of Perfection, 


Next, whereas wethat are Pen-men hold this as a Maxime inthe Art of 2 , 4þy{7, 


writing, To yceld arcaſod of eucry thing we doe, ( ſince plus apnd nor vera 
ratio valet, quam vulgi opinio) why, theſe ignorant Profeſſors are ſo rea- 
ſonlefle in all their workes, both of Writing and Teaching, that it is im- 
poſſible for thoſe whom they reach, or that imitate their doings, to reape 
any benefit by them, Reaſony being a ſecoud Schoolemaifſter to bring a 
man to knowledge in any Arthee defires to practiſe, And certainely (ex» 
perience tells me)that ia the matrerof reaching nothing is more auailea- 
ble to a learner, then the demonſtration of Reaſon, So that heerein ap=- 
peares the ſecond abuſe,in thar theſe men, being nor ableto yceld a rea- 
{on of that they profeſle, do. neuerthelefle ( Parrar-like) boaſt of their 
skill, and in their papers giue out vaunting ſpeeches, as if ſo be they were 
the onely fellowes that would (as we ſay) beare away the bell: whereas if 
a man takea yiew of any of their workes or writings, he ſhall find therein 
no appearance either of Truth, Reaſon or Art : bur on the contrary , ſuch 
weake ſtuffe as he would rather imayinc it to be the ſcratching of a Hen, 
then the worke of aprofeſt Pen-man. 


Thirdly, (becauſe I would bee briefe ) by theſe their large (yet lying 2 44»/, 


promites) they blind the eyes of the common ſort, who are rather affteted 
with 


4 Abuſe, 


with nonelcics and ftrange deviſes, though they appeare in nothing but 
vaine oftentations, then with the ſoundnefle of judgement aad exquiſite= 


neſle of skill, wherewith Arciſts are inducd. For is it not a common thin 
amovgſt them , as well in their refidence about this famous Ci (which 
God knowes {warmes with them) as in their curriculer Progreſſes euerall 
places in this kingdome to carry about thera, yea and to ſer in open yiew 
the writings and Tables of other men, and affhirme they are their owne ? 

] appeale tonone but to my owne experience heerein ; howbeit Iam per- 
ſwaded divers others (and which I know to) will concurre with me in this 
truth, And whartis this,thinke you, but deceptioviſus, 2 blinding of the 
world with ſhewes of what they are not ? 

Laſtly,they doe alſo hinder & commodity of thoſe that goe asfar be. 
yond them inexcellency of writing,as the Sunne exceeds the Moone, and 
that two Waycs, | 

Firſt, by their baſe and ignominious carriage of themſclues in their ac= 
cuſtomary coſening,wherby men take occaſion to conceiue ſo ill of others 
of the ſame Protefhon, that ir is almoſt impoſſible for any one (door mean 
he neuer ſo well,) to hauc entertainment where they haue beene before, 

And ſecondly by the multitude of them, which is ſo great that a man 
can go into no corner of this City,but he ſhal ſce and heare of a world of 
ſquirting Teachers, not one of them almoſt worthy to carry a Pen-mans 


Inck-hornc after him, much lefle to beare the name of a good Pen-man, 
Diuers 


| 1 % 
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Divers ether abuſes there arc which cthefe men offer vnto the excellency 
of the Pen and Pex-wen:But left I ſhould ſeem prolixe in foſhighe an argu- 
menc,1I will here leaue them rothe cenſure of the skilfull, and to thoſe razc 
to their colt haue made tryall of them Foraſmuch as my intent is not lo 
much co detect rhe follie of choſe vnworthy Profefſors (which is palpable 
enough ro cuery one)2s ro entreat of the Art it lelfe,reducing all chat I en- 
tend to ſpeake in commendation thereof, ynte theſe three heads : 


1 7Tothe eAntiquie 
2: To the Evcelenw thereof, 
3 To ihe Duerſ/itie 


Firft, for the Antiquaie of it, Some affirme that the vſe of this Art was 1 Part, 
found our1a the very infancic of the world : and that Enech the ſeauenth [veph, bih.1 
from Adam had skill thercin: For lojephws credibly reports,that one of the de Amtiquit, 
Prophecies which Exech wrote on pillers of fone, remained cuen in his 
time;orartleaft ſome rune thereof, Bur ethers doe aſcribe thoſe pillars ro 
Seth who lived before Enoch, Hewlocuer, if it were but as ancicnt as the 
Law, it carries with it age cnough. 

As fer the Art of Prax ing, which came vp but yeſterday (in compariſon) 
and is now in much requeſt, that can no way biem ſhthe Art of #retems, 
foraimuch 2; Writing 1 the Prefivent by which Prenting is effected, and 
therefore che more werthy, For as wee fay in Arithmencke, Ont of the 
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greater 1: os leſſer is deduiled: Sorthat, that whence the deduRtion is made,is 


greater ten the deduction ir {clfe, | 
i ſhalinot noedeto argue mich vpon the it 7rertre of this Art, iN re- 
gard of tie viotucrl all knowledge thereof, Wizz worthy and notable as 
Were NCretowre COne by any,ec: ther Divine,M :rall, Lec. or Martial but 
were reici1ucd to a!tcr-ages by the means of 7 Seine Andl WORUCT 10 
we {hculd eve: hauc attained tO ally KING of ifarninyg, : | Ve nor 624) the 
ſcrolls of our !carnud fore-tathc :$ en Prue 1: JooGks 11:9 a5 21iotnc noly 


Sc:ipture>, /z © 1:4 [::9t omnes theſanurt ſapiertia as foie 114 reronnnt? 


Thenex: tnino to becrtreatcd « L StICECLENCY OL EGC AL t of #7; P82 ” 
v:hich doth cuidently appeare in chefe ty tings: 
Firſt, in the Wy #5 4+ (142at all foen "S the m2 Fart have t9 attains 


Vito ut; for thoſe titings w hich are rare and deJectamne, are ſought for and 
purſued of all men thats arutcin Nature: Now the Art of IPritiag is a motl 
excelienr and delectable Art, ard therelurc of a1] men wuch detired, 
Secondly, the Excc| .ency ppezrcs in the Neceilitie thereof : for itis 
neccſlary for all (you kno! W} to write ; anc. thoſe that cannot, finde what a 
multitude ot inconuenicn ices d oc cor:e voon them for the want of ir, And 
herein (by the w ay) {uff-r me not 10 gue connuence ts that vngrounded 
Opinion of many, who affirme 1711149 to be altogether voneceſſary for 
women, It by it any foulc buſin« flies are contracted, and thereby much 
1urtefteRcd ; Is this to be laid vpon the Artit icltc? Or 15 nottather the ill 
diſpoſitiou 


diſpofition of thoſe to be charoe! herewith, who make it the inſtcument, 
whereby taey bring to paſte ell aGtions? ! or not the vic bur the abuſe 
of a thing 1$1t Witca makes in ovious, !t if iweore otherwiſe, why then foule 
imputations may be laid vpn 7c buſt vertices, which of themſelues are 
mnmacu:3ce, 

To bee briefe, the Art of 1247277 is fo excellent, and of ſuch neceſſary 
yſe,thatnone ought tobe 4194 iome knowledoe therein, fince the ex. 
ccliency 6: no Art without it con be made knovne or manifeſted And if 
any Art be commend abies in a v oman, (I {pcaIKC not of their ordinar 
workes vrought veith the needle whorcin they excell) 1t 1s this of 1r:ting; 
whereby tacy, Com: "niy Nth? nt tic veſt memories (eſpecially cCOn- 
cernins raticts of moment) mary commit many wortny and cxcellenr 
things to Wricng, Wiici NaV Co {1 M141:y minitter ynto. them matter of 
much ſolace, 

riereby allo, tre ſecrets thot are an! nol ro be, herweene Man and 
Wite, Friend and {rica &c. 1 54h er of than gab ionces m2y oce conhned 
to their ow :1C PIIUZCY VE NECN amo tt orhcy TINOe 'S KOT *ne meaneſt 
diomity, 

].vtly the praftitc of this Art is fo n-ceffary for women, and confequent= 
Jy (1 exce'1:n7, thatno wommn furmunng her husband, and who hath an 
eltato}c!rher, o-1ght to be wc hour the vic tacreof, at leatt in ſome reaſo- 
401 manner : For thereby ſhee comes ro a certainty of her eſtare, with- 

2 Out 


out truſting to the reperts of ſuch as are vſually impleyed to looke inte 
the ſame : whereas otherwiſe for want of it, ſhe isſubret cs rhe manifold 
deceits now vicd inthe world, and by that meancs plungeth her ſelfe mrs 
a multitude of inconueniences, 

Wherefore their opinion who would barre women from the yſe of this 
excellent facultie of 1/71ti»g,is vtterly lame, and cannot by force of argu- 
ment be maintained. 

And alchough the Excelercie of this Art (to ſpeake of the curisſitie 
thereof) be ſomewhat ſhadowed by the dujneſſc of fome Mechanicall ſpi- 
rits, who ſeldome haue $kill in any thing our of rheir ewne element, that 
thinke #/riting to be onely a hand-labour,and ſo they can write to keepe a 
dirty ſhop-booke,they care for no more; never efteeming the commenda- 
ble manner of faire and orderly 7retivg, which ought in all buſinceſſe robe 
obſerued,us well in keeping of Bookes for Merchants and others, as in all 
kinde of Engroſments,appertaining to the. Law,&c: Yet notwithſtanding 
the iplender & grace of writing ſhines moſt excellently in the ſcrols of skil- 
full Artiſts,as 19 the writing of ſome may appeare to the that haue inſight, 

And what ſhouid I ſay of the Exceliency of this Art? 1s it not one of the 
hands by which nec only this, but al other common-wealths are vpholden? 
The key which opens a paſſage tothe deſcrying and finding our of ingu- 
merable treaſures ? The handmaid to memory? The Regiſter and Recorder 


of all Arts? And che ycry mouth whereby a man famiſiurly conferrech with 
his 


his friend , though the diſtance of thouſands of miles be berwizt them 7 * * * 
Infinite other things might be ſpoken concerning the Excellency of this 

Art of ritirg; and where 1 faile in the ſerting forth thereof, affiſt me with 

your manitold imaginations, _—_— 
The third and laſt thing to be diſcuſſed of in commendation of this Art, 2 Part, 

15 the Diuerhitie thereof. I mcane the diuers kindes of hands which are now 

vicd among vs. For although they all goe vader the name of wriung ; yer 

they are to be diſtinguiſhed accordiog tothe diverfitic of them, Howbeir 

my purpoſc is not to clog my diſcourſe with an enmnerationr of every idle 

hand that may be written : for that were abſurd,and our of the element of 

2 Pen-mas, ] will only entreat of thoſe which are the principall;and wher- 

in the moſt Art,the greateſt curiofitie, and the rareſt dexteritie of the Ar- 

riſt is to be manifeſted : and they are theie which follew, viz. 


(1 Secretary, 

| 2 Baſtard-Stecretary, or Text. 
3 Rowan, 

S 4 1tal:an, 

| Conrt, 
6 Chancery, 


Of each of which I will briefly peake ſomewhat, oncly by way of di- 
C 3 | ftinRien 
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finction, in regard I would not williegly weary the Reader with ſuper- 
Ayuous circumQances, or detaine himlong from That which followeth, 

: the Secretar y, which is fo tearmed ( as I conceiue) 
partly becauic itis the Secretaries common hand; and partly alſo, becauſe 
it is the onely viuall hand of England, for diſpatching of all manner of bu- 
nefles for the molt part,w harſocuer, 

Imight adde hereunto the ſuper-excellency of this hand, in reſpe& of 
any ethcc hand ; for that the vary denoinination thereof, | imports ſome 
 thingsinitthatare not eaſilptobe found out, And true it is, that who- 
ſoeucr doth prCtile it / according tothe true natvre of fir ) ſhall perceiue 
* therein many ſecret and ſubr ll pafſage: of the hand, whic'1 few, bur thoſe 
that have berne well orounded therein by a trac Artif, are able to com- 
prenend : bu ci affe&tbreui tY. 
 Tofſpeatcofthe kindes of Secretary,is{in theſe dayes) no eafie matter 2 
for tome have deuiſed many, and thoſe ſn (trange end diſguiſed; that 
the:e 1s hardly any true Rraine of 2 right Secretary in them. For mine 
owner part, I make diftinelicon betwixe theo Serr Ol and Faſt hands, of 
waich three I ſhall (God wnilliny) by 2 nd dy pr pe ome few exaryples, 

it he next is Baſtard- Secretary, and fo no+med by the beſt, becauſe it is 
gottenof the Secretory, 25 RO the have anyskill may perceive, This 


s a Hani no: lo _—_ 2: FN: mor; yer ef: -ar viltdity, and for diuers 
purpoſes exceeding gracetu!l; as t for, rmenes E It 


aphs for Tombes, 
T::les 


— ——m — > _ _— 
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Titles of Bookes, 2nd many other yies, which would bee too tedious for 
me heere to :tecite, 

The third is Roman, which hatin his denomination from the place 3 Roman, 
where (it ſcemes) it was firli wriccen, viz : Rome, A hand of greataccount, 
and of much vſe in this Realine , clpeciaily in the Vniuerſities :and it is 
conceiucyd to vethe ealielt hand thatis written with Pen,and to be taught 
1 the ſhorteRt time; Thitexetore it is viſually taught ro women, for as much 
as they( having nor the patience totaxe any great paines, beliccs p! lane | 
tafticall and hu ROLOINC JO lt be taught that which they may in{tantly 
learne? otherwile thcy are VNCertain e of thei; proceedings, becauſe thor 
mindes are (ypon l1ght occa(1on) calily drawne trom the firſt reſo! Ution, 

The {fourth is lialian , a h1::4 in nature not muca differen: from fox: 
bur in manncr and fo: me, of tmact  ONNEN) thereutto, T iii a hand 
which of iate 15 growae very viuall, and :s much 2FeRtea dy diuers: for in- 
deed, iti5a mott exccilent and curious 542d, anuto bee written ih f15- 
eur COMnIAnd of hand; elle it it vill appeare on: very ragged anc vilc 
alidifttne | en de taken ett in conunction of the lecners, it 1s neither an- 
F101cabie, nor Pen- man-like, Wi meere Lotching which is deteſtable, 

Tine fiicis Court band ; lo called, for that itis of great vie in t':0{e tne « Comp 
famous Courts of the Kimgs Bexch and Common Pleas, Itis a hand toms: 
what difficu!rt ro write well, and hee that continually writes it, may hap. 
ly come to periectioninthat ; but for other hangs (if hee coul: | write ne- 
er 


uer ſo mary)let him never looke ro write any ef them well : for it is able ts 
marre them all] am nor reaſonlefle in this opinion,bur able (vnts any thar 
leaſe) to produce the cauſe, 

_ Thelaft is Chancery, which euery man knowes to be written no where 
burtin the High Cort of Chancery, and in other Offices which have refe. 
rence thereunto, Iam of epinion, that this hand beigg weil wriccen, is far 
more gracefull then the Coxrr, and equally difficulc, It hath a kinde of 
mixture ofthe Corr? and Baſtard-Sceretary in it, which any man of iudge- 
ment may eaſily perceiue., 

There are two kindes hereof, the Sert and Faſt; the diffcrence between 
them is not lictle, as they that arc Clerks well know, 

Thus much, or rather thus little, I thoughe good to deliver, rouching 
the Antiquitic,Excellencie, and Dinerftie of the Art of Writing, 

Now here ſhall follow certaine pecces and Examples of the fixe ſcueral 
heads before mentioned ; wherein I haue cndeauored to fit my {elte 
with extraordinary matter for coppics ; holding it an abſurd thing in a 
«ood Pen-man to make choice of ſuch fuſtian Ruffe, as many dee, onely 
ro ſer out their Coppies, and make the writing to ſeeme gracefull to the 
eye. Alſo I hauc laboured to be ſo peripicueus in the nature of euery band, 
25 that the meaneſt may imitate me, and reape ſome benefic by me, 
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Thus from the gate or entrance, I haue brought you into the houſe; 
where you haue ſeen ſundry ornaments and peeces of Art:and now (if you 
be not weary)goe with me into one roome more,and there take a yiew of 
the implements and tooles, with which you mult worke, if you meane to 
proue a Pen-man ; and learne how you arc to vſe and handlettherma. Bur 
before we enter, ſteppe aſide with mee, and I will giue you notice of cer= 
q raize obſeruations, which arc neceflary to be knowne of euery one that 
will practiſe this Art. 
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Obſeruations for writirg, 


 þ | 2046 one that intends eythertobea Teacher of others, ora Practi- 
tioner for himſelte ; ought to know that in the Art of Letters, or 
Writing, three things are to be obſcrued, viz, 


| 1 Ratio, 
2 Modus. > 


3 \ pecies, 


The former wherof, which is Reaſon, hath reference tothe wnderftan. Generally, 
i ding,and doth moſt of all concerne the ſpeculatiue part of Wrating. 
® The two latter, viz. the manner and ſhape ( which of cuery letter 


throughe 


WY ee TT Toe TG ey e——  _—_— _—_— 


P articularly, 


1 Ratio, 


A” ' 
4 4 , "us 
2 Tod, 


throughout the Alphabet is robe obſerued) doth conſitt in the carriage 
of the hand; and theſe are the practique parts of #T:15xg. 

Firſt, the Reaſon of every letter mult be found our z as why tuch a lerte 
b-cing made thus and thus, ſeemes more graceſull then becing mage to 
and ſo, Likewiſe, as for every letter, and the Jeaſt rouch with the Pen, a 
reaſon muſt be giuen : Soitis1n the coniunQton, kuitting or joyninu'; c0- 
gether of the lerrers; : Why the Pen muſt heere be taken off, and v by tnere 
not taken off ? why the nature of this letter will adimic the raking off of 
the Pen ; and why the nature of that letter doth requi:e tlic contraryse 
Theſe things muſt be reſolued to thelearner, by R eajon ; ciſe how ſha'l 
he vaderſtand to write well ? 

Next, the manner of making curry letter mull bee knowne too. For if 
a Scholler br taught co frame his letters after an !, cortipr and cwarary 
way : It cannot bethathe ſhould ever write well, And au ough PCr 
chance 1>m* doe write ſufficient and feruiceable hands, that n-vuer we: 
cauphrt the crue way of framing thcir Caraters : Yer nocwnaftandin,; 
whar they do, they (as we ſay) do by rgate, not vnieritanding, or con- 
ceiuing how t they wn r12e, For | dare yndertake, that {uct as haue not bin 
rightly grounded heerein, are neucr able ro know or 1dge of the poote 
nes or badnes ofa letter, Theretorc ir were ro bee withee, that mcn 
would retraine from thele Botchers t 0 p66 lo many & vring vpſuch 
3 multitude of Scriviers, not fic for any mans im2loyinent and that they 
would 


would (not ſtanding vpon rhe pay,as many ignorant perſons doe)put their 
outh to ſuch as are able to teach, and are knowne to be good Pen-men, 


Luftly, as the 7eaſen and the mauxer of every Letter is to be oblcrued: fo 3 Species, 


theſpape (hich giu:rt, /ife and ſprrrt ro writing) muſt be knowne alſo; for 
thercin the very lubſtance of #/r4ams cenfifteth, 

Herein a man oltgke to bee very wary anc circumſpect, concerning the 
c2riiageof his Pen : that is, that hee Joe not prefle ypon that part uf the 
jertcr Which requires a fauourable touch; nor be (paring 11 that part which 
req iresthe con-rary:tor in cithor the /prit of the lecter 1s dulled and made 
Liockiſh, lo that thc ape cannot then be 700d, 


— _ _—  — - - _— — — — — 
mm —— ——— m —  — __ - = X 


/ a P | C7 
It ha!lnat be amijle (or the dr!1gent Practitioxer, more ſpecrally to obſerne 
chefe few briefe Rules concernmg i/rotmg, VIZ. 


I | Tn ot92e his 1Titing, that is, to make the depth and ſulnefle pro- 
cOrtionadle, - 
2 Thento ovferue the whites, for that's a maine matter, 
> Laſtlv.co keepe an £qua.l wiltance,as well berweene letter and letter, 
as betweene word and word, 
T hele three being the chieſcll things wherein the grace of writts:9 Con- 
hltcth, 


D 2 In 


— PI 


A Caveat, 


In the next place T hold it neceſſary to fet downe certaine rules for the 
waking and holeing of the Pen,witk: otker things therunto appertairiing. 


Obſeruations or rule: for the making of the Pen, 
Fabra you haue gotten you a good Pen-knite well edg'd and ſmooth'd 
vpon a hoane, and good ſecond quils,cither of Goole or Raucn,ſcra- 

:cd with the backe of your knile, begin to make your Pen thus : 

1 Fift,holding your quill the right de ypwards,cut off abour the third 
part of it flat along to the end, 

2 And turning it on the backe {:0e, cut oft the yery end of it aſloape ; 
which bcing done;ſit will be forke®, 

3 Ther, holaing it fill oa the backe, make alittle cut in the very mid 
of the quill, 

4 When you hauc done fo, take the end of vour knife if it haue a pegg, 
orclſe another quill, and make a lit vp {udden;y, euen inthe cut you gauc 
bctere. 

5 Which being done. ture your quill on the right fide againe, and be- 
eintocuta little thought aboue the ſlir, on that fade which is next your 
left hand, and fo continue cutting by degrees,till you thinke you hauc ſuf- 
ficiently cut that fie, But herein you mutt bee very wary you cut not off 
too much of the ſ]1t; fer then your pen will be too hard, and if you leaue 
too much allo, ic will be oucr ſoft, 

6 Then 


6 Then even againſt the place you beganne to cut the firſt hle,cur the Noe that if 
other likewiſe, t11} you have made them boch of an equal] thinneſle : and your quill ( as 
then trying it by tifting vp the fit vpon the raile of your thumbe,you (hall ri h = ) 
ſee whether it be too {+ft or te0 hard :i f eyther bring ic to meane by ad... ION 


a.CctOparciton 
ding more ſc coir, if you ſee it be too hard : ; cr by taking ſome a' Way, If the back t inly, 


you perceiuc jt to beores (fr, ro taketh® wway 
Laſtly,herein lies the difhiculey,viz.in rhe niobing of the Pen : wherein 
1 obſerue this rule.th atplacing | Iron the naile of my thumbe,or middle fin- gy. "9a" , 


over, I hold wy knife ſ\-mewha: 1 23pins, and cut the end of the nidbe, not this nibbin> of 
quite off, but before my knife come off, I rurne him downe-right ad fo the Pen muſt 
cutthenibbecleane awa y, on both ſtdes ahke; contrary to chat old yuigar b{one ar once 
cule, Dextra pars penne, cc. Now if my pen be to write full, I cut off to mo - Sn 
much the more of the nibbe; if ſmall, ſs niuch the lefle, cura.meherith 
it will not wree 


Ooſers 113118 for the holding of the Pen, currantly. 

I Old vour' Pen berweene your thumbe, your fore-finger, and your 

middle-finger : 2{z,.with the rop of your rhumbe, the bottome or 

lower part of your tore-fin +cr, and the toppe or vpper part of your middlc 
mers 

2 And let your other tivo fingers inyne to the teſt alittle thought with. 

t res: ſuFering none of your fingers with which you ho!d the Penne, ro 

rouch paper : for that is the proper office of the fourth and little fingers,by 

3 "which 


4A Caxert, 


which the ſtrength of the others is maintained, 
- 3 Laftly, forthe right vſage of the Pen, when you can hold ir; you ſhall 
obſerue, that jt ought to bee held direRly ypon the full : for that is moſt 
proper, being that the nibbe of the Pen muſt be cut even, otherwiſe ir is 
@ro ſpatter. Howbeit, I denie nor, but in the ferching of any com- 
paſſe,it muft be held alittle inclining to the left fide: for fo the Pen will 
we full where it ſhould, and ſmall aifo where it is required, 

Nore, that the Pen muſt be held very gently in the hand, without gri- 
ping, becauſe of two inconueniences which come thereby. 

1 The one is,that the command ct hand (which otherwiſe by the eaſie 
holding thereof is to be attained) is hereby vcterly loft, 

2 The other is, that by this griving, or hard holding of the Pen, a man 
is kept from a ſpeedy diſpatch of that he goes about to write: both which 
are maine enemies to Clerke-like writing, 


—_—_—_ — A a tir eo ry no - —_—_ T— — a - Be —_ _ —— ew. / 


CM PB. his private opinion concerning Pen-manſhip, 


\ 
r | | + werbweegry abſurd and hatefull qualicie, to vie any manner of 
bo:cbing in the Art of #7re1m7; yea, though it be 1n a letter of the 
greateſt yncerrainty. | 
3 Againe,I am of opinion, that although in the writing of ſome Tandy, 


(as 


(as of the Sert Secretary and ſome other) it be now and then tollerable to 
rake off che Pen in coniunCtion of the letters, for the more formall wricing 
thereof: yet that in the Facel, but eſpecially in the Faſt Secretary, it is 10 
injurious to the perfeCtionof Clerke-like writing, that I cannot free hirg 
ti.at v{eth it, from the mapuration of a cazere Botcher, 

3 The like opinion doe I retaine of thoſe, who muſt write every thing 
thar is to be pertormed ip any reaſonable faſhion, and with credit, with 
or by a /ixe: for therein they ſhew themſclues rather Carpenters then Wrie 
ters, ard cagnot (inthe 1wdgement of Artiſts) bee rightly tearmed good 
Pen-men. 

4 Alſo (in my iudgement) he catnot be reputed 8 good Pen-man that 
15 not able ypon an iaftaar,with any Per, [nke,or Paper,and in the preſence 
of xhomſ2cuer,to manifeſt ſoc skill:Being that the rare & abſoluce qua- 
lity of the Pen, confiſteth nor in the painting, pricking forth, and tedious 
writing of fxe lines priuately in a mans Study, with the beſt implements : 
but a ſweet command of hand and a certaine conceiued preſumption. 

5 Laſtly, co vic any ftrange, borrowed, or inforc'd tricks and knots, in 
or about writing, other then with che celerity of the hand are to be per- 
formed, is rather to ſet an ingloriousglofle ypon a ſimple peece of worke, 
chea to give a comely luftre to a perfeR patterne they being as ynaarurall 
© b/ritmy 25 a ſurfet is to a temperate mans body. 


FINIS. 


